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Service of the Word  Christian Worship, p. 38 
The Service of the Word © Northwestern Publishing House 1993. All rights reserved.   

Used by permission, including hymns 354, 379, 416, and 451 Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-714955 

 

  Gathering  
 

OPENING HYMN  354 - Lamb of God, We Fall before You 

 

 
 

INVOCATION 
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Minister The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 

Congregation   And also with you.   

 

 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

 
M We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, 

let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my 

Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 

sin, and take away my guilt. 

M God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May 

God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C Amen. 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 
M Let us pray.  Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to 

pray, and to give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of your 

mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving us those good 

things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

 
 

 

  The Word  
FIRST LESSON  1 Kings 19:9-18 

After his mountaintop experience, Elijah suffered the depths of rejection.   
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God overcame his doubts and fears in the gentle whisper of his promises. 
1 KINGS 19:9

 There he went into a cave and spent the night. 

    And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
 

   
10

 He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have 

rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I 

am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” 
 

    
11

 The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of the LORD, for 

the LORD is about to pass by.” 

    Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered the rocks before the 

LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the 

LORD was not in the earthquake. 
12

 After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in 

the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper. 
13

 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over 

his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave. 

    Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 
 

    
14 

He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The Israelites have 

rejected your covenant, broken down your altars, and put your prophets to death with the sword. I 

am the only one left, and now they are trying to kill me too.” 
 

    
15

 The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert of Damascus. 

When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. 
16 

Also, anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over 

Israel, and anoint Elisha son of Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. 
17

 Jehu 

will put to death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any who 

escape the sword of Jehu. 
18

 Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel--all whose knees have not 

bowed down to Baal and all whose mouths have not kissed him.” 

 

PSALM 73 Spoken in Unison 

I am always with you, O LORD; 

 you hold me by my right hand. 
 

You guide me with your counsel, 

 and afterward you will take me into glory. 
 

Whom have I in heaven but you? 

 And earth has nothing I desire besides you. 
 

My flesh and my heart may fail, 

 but God is the strength of my hear and my portion forever. 

SECOND LESSON Romans 9:1-5 
Paul speaks boldly on behalf of his fellow Jews.   

He is strengthened as he remembers the rich heritage that is theirs, especially in view of Christ. 

 



- 5 - 

ROMANS 9:1
 I speak the truth in Christ--I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy 

Spirit-- 
2
 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 

3
 For I could wish that I myself 

were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race,
 4
 the 

people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the 

receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 
5
 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from 

them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen. 

 

GOSPEL Matthew 14:22-33 
Jesus proves himself the source of overcoming even earthly fears  

as he walks on water and spares Peter from certain sinking. 

 
MATTHEW 14:22

 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to 

the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 
23 

After he had dismissed them, he went up on a 

mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 
24

 but the boat was 

already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 
 

   
 25

 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake.           
26 

When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, 

and cried out in fear. 
 

   
 27 

But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 
 

    
28

 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 
 

    
29

 “Come,” he said. 

    Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 
30

 But 

when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 
 

    
31

 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, 

“why did you doubt?” 

 
32

 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 
33

 Then those who were in the 

boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

  

HYMN OF THE DAY  379 - Amazing Grace—How Sweet the Sound 
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  Sermon  
Romans 9:1-5 

 

This is My Wish… 
1. to love you to the fullest 

2. to bask with you in our advantages 

 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH                                      The Apostles’ Creed 

 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
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   maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

  born of the virgin Mary, 

  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

  was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell. 

 The third day he rose again from the dead. 

 He ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

  the holy Christian Church,  

   the communion of saints, 

  the forgiveness of sins, 

  the resurrection of the body, 

  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

OFFERING ANNOUNCEMENT and MUSICAL OFFERTORY 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 
Having heard the Word proclaimed, let us pray for ourselves, for all the faithful and for all people 

as they have need. 

 

Brief silence 

 

For all people, that they may have faith in Christ and heed the voice of God calling by His Word; 

For the Church, that the people of God may pursue righteousness with peace and joy in their 

hearts; and 

For all pastors and their ministry of Word and Sacrament and for all vocations to the ministry, 

that the lives of God’s people may redound to His praise and glory, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, 

have mercy. 
 

For our president, Congress, governor and all civic leaders in their pursuit of peace and unity; 

For all judges and magistrates in their pursuit of justice with mercy; and 

For those who protect us from violence and preserve order here and everywhere, let us pray to the 

Lord: Lord, have mercy. 
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For all noble professions, and for the flourishing of the arts and music; 

For favorable weather and the fruits of the earth; and 

For those unemployed, the poor, the homeless, the hungry and all people in need, let us pray to 

the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For all families and children, single adults and youth;  

For those who teach and those who learn, that they may advance in wisdom and grace; and 

For the catechumens and those who teach the faith to them, let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have 

mercy. 
 

For victims of disaster and for those stricken by illness or infirmity; 

For the elderly and infirm, as well as those in nursing homes and assisted living facilities; and 

For those who grieve the loss of those whom they love; [and especially for those who have 

requested our prayers _____________,] let us pray to the Lord: Lord, have mercy. 

 

For the work of God’s kingdom in this place; 

For our faithful support of the Church and the renewal of our parish life through the Means of 

Grace; and 

For our growth in grace, that we may attain to the full stature of Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Be merciful to us, O Lord, and hear our prayers. Grant to us the grace of Your Holy Spirit, that 

we may be led into all truth and be steadfast in the confession of Christ; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
C Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 

those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

SERMON HYMN 416 - How Firm a Foundation 
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  Sending  
PRAYER 
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M Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do. Help 

us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in 

faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 

BLESSING 

 
M Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  

 Live in harmony with one another.  

 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
CLOSING HYMN 451 - Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
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After worship, please feel free to greet your neighbors OUTSIDE,  

keeping in mind the social distancing recommendations of six feet spacing. 
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